
Charter Members -- Definition of       IC-51 
 
 
The Charter Membership of a new club applying for affiliation with Optimist International 
shall consist of those individuals who appear and who have established bona fide 
membership and submit proper forms, fees and dues as required by the new club's 
bylaws, at the new club's official Organizational Meeting. 
 
Those individuals seeking Charter Membership, who for good and legitimate reason, 
cannot be present at the official Organizational Meeting, may become Charter Members 
by complying with all requirements and submitting the required membership fees and 
form in writing to the Field Representative in time to be included on the club's Charter 
Roster.  The Charter Roster shall close on the 15th day following the formal 
Organizational Meeting date. 
 
The new Club must have at least 15 fully paid Charter Members. The first 15 Members 
shall not be current Members of any Optimist Club. Existing Optimist Member may join 
the New Club, only after the Club has achieved the minimum Membership of 15.   
 
 
(Motion adopted to allow the policy to be automatically adjusted should the number of 
charter members be changed - Dec 1991) 
 
 
 
(Sep 1954; Nov 1959; Dec 1968; June 1973; Feb 1975; Nov 1986; Dec 1990; Dec 
1991; Dec 1995; Mar 1997; Oct 1998; Dec 1999; Dec 2003; Dec 2006; Sep 2008; Dec 
2012) 
 


